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SPECIAL MEETING, Aug. 5. 

A special meeting of the Society, called by the 
Standing Committee, was held this day at their rooms 
in Tremont Street, Boston ; the President, Hon. Robert 
.C. WiNTHROP, in the chair. 

The President stated the object for which this meet- 
ing was called, as follows : — 

The Society has been specially convened on this occasion to 
receive an announcement of a most interesting character. An 
addition of the highest value and importance has been made 
to its treasures, and one which calls for immediate and most 
grateful acknowledgment. 

No lover of literature in our community, or indeed through- 
out our country, can have remained ignorant of the existence 
of the splendid private library of Mr. Thomas Dowse, of Cain- 
bridge. This noble collection of rich and rare works has been 
gradually accumulated, with great care and at great cost, 
during a period of more than half a century ; and now con- 
tains at least five thousand volumes, beautifully bound, and in 
the best possible preservation, and many of them of the highest 
historical interest. It has long been one of the most interest- 
ing objects in our neighborhood ; . and distinguished strangers 
of our own and of other countries have been eager to visit 
it as among the objects most worthy of their attention. 

Its venerable and excellent owner, now more than fourscore 
years of age, — but, though oppressed by physical infirmities, 
still in the enjoyment of that clear, practical intelligence, and 
of that prompt decision of character, which have eminently 
distinguished him through life, — has desired to make some 
provision, before his final summons should arrive, for securing 



1856.] GIFT OP MB. DOWSE'S LIBEARY. 101 

a safe guardianship for this precious collection. It has so long 
been a source of pleasure and of pride to himself, that he is 
unwilling to leave it, as he soon must, without providing that 
it shall be safely and sacredly preserved, to afford pleasure and 
profit to others. And, after mature and deliberate considera- 
tion and consultation, he has' decided finally to commit it to 
the custody of the Massachusetts Historical Society p present- 
ing it to them as a gift, upon the simple and judicious condi- 
tions that it shall be kept together in a single and separate 
room for ever, and that it shall only be used in that room. 

Our worthy friend and fellow-member, Mr. George Liver- 
more, the immediate neighbor and confidential friend of Mr. 
Dowse, has been the medium of communication between 
Mr. Dowse and myself on this subject ; and the Society are 
under great obligations to him for his considerate and .faithful 
intervention. On Saturday, the 26th of July, he informed me 
confidentially, and for the first time, of Mr. Dowse's inten- 
tions, and inquired if 1 were willing to take the responsibility 
of saying that the Society would accept the donation, and 
conform to the conditions under which it was to be made. I 
could not hesitate a moment, but proceeded at once to put my 
reply in writing by addressing the following note to Mr. Liver- 
more, to be used at his discretion : — 

Boston, July 26, 1856. 

My dear Mr. Livermore, — I have considered with the deepest 
interest the suggestions which you made to me this morning in regard 
to the proposal of your venerable friend Mr. Dowse. I ought to have 
said our venerable friend ; for I shall always remember the kindness 
anjj cordiality with which he received me into his library. That li- 
brary would indeed be an inestimable treasure to our Historical So- 
ciety, and one which they could not guard too sacredly, should it be 
committed to their keeping. I feel the utmost assurance in sayino-, 
that the Society would gladly conform to any views which Mr. Dowse 
might have upon the subject, and would take pride and pleasure in 
preserving his library in a room by itself, where it might be viewed 
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in all time to come, entirely separate from all other books, and as a 
memorial of the enlightened munificence of its original collector. 

Pray present my kindest regards and best respects to Mr. Dowse, 
with my hope that he may still enjoy many days of comfort and hap- 
piness. 

Believe me, dear Mr. Livermore, very sincerely your friend, 

ROBEKT C. WlNTHROP. 

Gkobog Liyebhoke, Esq. 



To this letter, the following reply was received : — 

Boston, July 28, 1866. 

Mr DEAR Mr. Winthrop, — I called on our venerable friend 
Mr. Dowse, on Saturday evening, and read to him your letter respect- 
ing his proposal for giving his library to the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. He expressed himself very much gratified that you had 
received his proposition so favorably ; and remarked, in substance, 
that, as he had long been familiar with the character of the Society, 
and was personally acquainted with many of the members, he felt 
sure, that, in their keeping, his books, which had been for many years 
his choice and cherished friends, would be carefully preserved and 
properly used according to the conditions which he had named, and 
which I communicated to you. He desired me to have a paper drawn 
up in due form, conveying all his books to the Historical Society ; and 
witnesses were summoned to be present at the signing of the same, 
this morning. But Mr. Dowse found himself so weak, and his hand 
so stiff", that he could not hold a pen. At his request, I read aloud to 
him and to the witnesses — Dr. W. W. Wellington, Messrs. S. P. 
Hey wood and O. W. Watriss — your letter, and the paper conveying 
the library to the Society. Mr. Dowse then stated to the witnesses 
above named, that, being unable to write his name, he then, in their 
presence, gave outright to the Massachusetts Historical Society all the 
books composing his Ubrary named in the catalogue now in the press 
of Messrs. J. Wilson and Son. 

I take great pleasure in communicating to you, as President of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, the fact of this valuable gift. As 
Mr. Dowse has for several years past honored me with his friendship, 
and communicated to me freely his plans and purposes in regard to 
his property, I can assure you that the disposition which he has been 



1856.] GIFT OP MR. DOWSE'S LIBRARY. 103 

pleased to make of his library is the deliberate decision to which he 
has come, after having for a long time considered the subject. 

You will please make such an acknowledgment, as President of 
the Society, to Mr. Dowse, and take such steps towards carrying out 
his views, as you may think proper. I hope to' see you in Boston on 
Wednesday or Thursday, and will then confer with you relative to 
having the books insured in behalf of the Historical Society. 

I have written in great haste ; but I could not delay for a moment 

conveying to you information which I knew would be as gratifying to 

you as it is to 

Your sincere friend, 

Geobgb Livebmoke. 

Hon. Robert C. Winthbop, 
President of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

A day or two after the date of this letter, Mr. Livermore, 
with the concurrence of Mr. Dowse and myself, had a policy 
of insurance upon the library made out at the Merchants' 
Insurance Office in the name of our Society, and for the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, — a sum greatly below the value of 
the books, but in such a proportion to that value as is cus- 
tomary in simitar cases. 

Still another step remained to be taken to fulfil the carefully 
considered views of our munificent benefactor. At his request, 
I waited upon him at his own house on the afternoon of Wed- 
nesday, the 30th ult., when, with a willing^ spirit, though with 
feeble steps and failing breath, he met me in the presence of 
those " choice and cherished friends " of which Mr. Livermore 
so beautifully speaks ; and there, after pointing out to me one 
after another of his Baskerviile's or other beautiful editions, — 
every one of which he knew at a glance, — he delivered to me 
this noble volume, which I now present to the Society, with 
the following duly attested inscription : — 

Cambridge, July 30, 1856. 
This volume, " Purchas his Pilgrimes," — being numbered 812 in 
the Catalogue now in the press of Messrs. John Wilson and Son, — is 
delivered by me, on this thirtieth day of July, 1856, to the Honorable 
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Robert C. "Winthrop, President of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety, as an earnest and evidence of my having given the whole of my 
library to said Massachusetts Historical Society ; the books to be pre- 
served for ever in a room by themselves, only to be used in said room. 

Thomas Dowse. 
In presence of — 

0. W. Watriss. 
George Livbrmore. 

It only remains for me to say, that the Society has now been 
called together to receive official announcement of what has 
occurred, that they may have the earliest opportunity of rati- 
fying the action of the President in accepting this magnificent 
donation, and of offering to the venerable donor such an ac- 
knowledgment as the occasion calls for. 

The foregoing communication having been read by 
the President, Mr. Everett spoke substantially as fol- 
lows : — 

I rise, Mr. President, to express the satisfaction which, I am 
sure, we all feel at the very important and interesting commu- 
nication just made from the chair. After what has been so 
well said and so judiciously done by yourself and the gentle- 
man (Mr. Livermore) to whose friendly offices the Society is 
so much indebted on this occasion, I do not feel as if any thing 
further were necessary than to confirm your proceedings. At 
any rate, sir, I did not come to the meeting prepared to take 
the lead in reference to any measures which it may be thought 
proper for the Society to adopt. I had been led to suppose 
that that duty would devolve upon a distinguished gentleman 
(President Quincy), to whom, on account of his longer ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Dowse and his noble library, it more 
appropriately belongs. Deprived as we are of his presence, I 
rise with great cheerfulness to submit the only motion to you 
which seems to be required by the occasion. Before doing so, 
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sir, I will observe, that I have for more than thirty years had 
the good fortune to enjoy the friendship of Mr. Dowse, and to 
be well acquainted with the riches of his library. Twenty-five 
years ago, I stated, in a public address, that I considered it, 
for its size, the most valuable library of English books with 
which I was acquainted. A quarter of a century has since 
passed, during the greater part of which Mr. Dowse has con- 
tinued to increase the number of his books and the value of 
his library by new acquisitions ; and it now amounts, as our 
President informs us, to about five thousand volumes. Many 
of these are books of great rarity, such as are usually found 
only in the collections of the curious. A still greater number 
— in fact, the great proportion — are books of great intrinsic 
value, which is by no means sure to be the case with biblio- 
graphical rarities. In one word, sir, it is a choice library of 
the standard literature of our language. Most of these books, 
where there was more than one edition, are of the best edition. 
They are all in good condition, — that has ever been a rule with 
Mr. Dowse, — and very much the larger part of them are in 
elegant, some in superb, bindings. It is, in truth, a collection 
reflecting equal credit on the judgment, taste, and liberality 
of its proprietor. 

Sir, we have a guaranty for the value of his library in the 
inducement which led Mr. Dowse, very early in life, to com- 
mence its formation, and which has never deserted him. • His 
interest in books is not, like that of some amateur collectors, 
limited to their outsides. He has loved to -collect books 
because he has loved to read them ; and I have often said that 
I do not believe there is a library in the neighborhood of Bos- 
ton better read by its owner than that of Mr. Dowse. 

Mr. Dowse may well be called a public benefactor, sir ; and 
especially for this, that he has shown, by a striking example, 
that it is possible to unite a life of diligent manual labor with 
refined taste, intellectual culture, and those literary pursuits 
which are commonly thought to require wealth, leisure, and 

14 
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academical education. He was born and brought up in nar- 
row circumstances. He had no education but what was to be 
got from a common town-school, seventy years ago. He has 
worked all his life at a laborious mechanical trade, and never 
had a dollar to spend but what he had first earned by his own 
manual labor. Under these circumstances, he has not only 
acquired a handsome property, — not an uncommon thing 
under similar circumstances in this country, — but he has 
expended an ample portion of it in surrounding himself with 
a noble collection of books ; has found leisure to acquaint 
himself with their contents ; has acquired a fund of useful 
knowledge ; cultivated a taste for art, and thus derived hap- 
piness of the purest and highest kind, from those goods of 
fortune which too often minister only to sensual gratification 
and empty display. 

I rejoice, sir, that our friend has adopted an effectual 
method of preventing the dispersion of a library brought 
together with such pains and care and at so great an expense. 
Apart from the service he is rendering to our Society, — which, 
as one of its members, I acknowledge with deep gratitude, — he 
is rendering a great service to the community. In this way, he 
has removed his noble collection from the reach of those vicis- 
situdes to which the possessions of individuals and families 
are subject. There is no other method by which this object 
can be obtained. I saw the treasures of art and taste collected 
at Strawberry Hill during a lifetime, by Horace Walpole, at 
untold expense, scattered to the four winds. The second best 
private library I ever saw (Lord Spencer's is the best) was 
that of the late Mr. Thomas Grenville, the son of George Gren- 
ville of Stamp Act memory. He intended that it should go to 
augment the treasures of taste and art at Stowe, to whose pro- 
prietor (the Duke of Buckingham) he was related. In a 
green old age, — little short of ninety, — he had some warn- 
ing of the crash which impended over that magnificent house ; 
and by a codicil to his will, executed but a few months before 
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his death, he gave his magnificent collection to the British 
Museum. In the course, I think, of a twelvemonth from that 
time, every thing that could be sold at Stowe was brought to 
the hammer. 

Mr. Dowse has determined to secure his library from these 
sad contingencies, by placing it in the possession of a public 
institution. Here it will be kept together, appreciated as 
it deserves, and conscientiously cared for. While it will add 
to the importance of our Society, and increase our means 
of usefulness, it will share that safety and permanence to 
which the Massachusetts Historical Society, under the laws of 
the Commonwealth, is warranted in looking forward. 

Finally, sir, I rejoice that our friend has taken this step 
when he has and as he has, and thus put it in our power to 
convey to him the assurance of our heartfelt gratitude ; of our 
high sense of the value of his gift ; and of the fidelity with 
which, regarding it as a high trust, it shall be preserved and 
used, so as best to promote the wise and liberal objects of the 
donation. 

In taking my seat, sir, I beg leave to submit the motion, 
that a Committee of Five be appointed by the Chair to consider 
and report immediately what measures it may be expedient for 
the Society to adopt in reference to the communication from the 
President. 

After some conversation, this resolution was adopted ; 
and the following persons were named of the Commit- 
tee : — Hon. Edward Everett, Chief-Justice Shaw, Hon. 
Judge White, Hon. Nathan Appleton, and the Libra- 
rian, Rev. Dr. Lothrop. 

The Committee retired, and, after a short time, re- 
ported the following resolutions : — 

"Whereas it has this day been announced to the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society by the President, at a special meeting 
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of said Society convened for that purpose, that the venerable 
Thomas Dowse, of Cambridge, has, during the past week, pre- 
sented to the Society his whole noble collection of rare and 
valuable books (a catalogue of which was at the same time 
laid upon the table by the President), upon the single condition 
that they shall be preserved together for ever in a separate 
room, and shall only be used in said room : Now, therefore, — 

Resolved unanimously by the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, That they highly approve of the acts of the Hon. 
Robert C. Winthrop, their President, in his conferences and 
dealings with our distinguished benefactor, Mr. Dowse, in 
reference to this munificent donation; and do adopt, ratify, 
and confirm all his assurances and acts in receiving the said 
donation in the name and for the use and benefit of the 
Society ; that the said donation is gratefully accepted by the 
Society upon the terms prescribed by the liberal and en- 
lightened donor; and that said collection shall be sacredly 
preserved together in a room by itself, to be used only in said 
room. 

Resolved, That the collection of books thus presented and 
accepted shall be known always as the Dowse Library of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society ; and that an appropriate 
book-plate be procured, with this or a similar inscription, to be 
placed in each volume of the collection. 

Resolved, That this Society entertain the deepest sense of 
the liberality and munificence of Mr. Dowse in making such a 
disposition of the library, which he has collected with such 
care and at such cost during a long lifetime, as shall secure it 
for the benefit of posterity, and for the honor of his native 
State ; and that they offer to Mr. Dowse, in return, their most 
grateful and heartfelt acknowledgments for so noble a mani- 
festation of his confidence in the Society, and of his regard for 
the cause of literature and learning. 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Historical Society re- 
spectfully and earnestly ask the favor of Mr. Dowse, that he 
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will allow his portrait to be taken for the Society, to be hung 
for ever in the room which shall be appropriated to his Library, 
so that the person of the liberal donor may always be associ- 
ated with the collection which he so much loved and cherished, 
and that the form as well as the name of so wise and 
ardent and munificent a patron of learning and literature may 
be always connected with the result of his labors, at once as a 
just memorial of himself, and an animating example to others. 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, duly attested by 
all the officers of the Society, be communicated to Mr. Dowse 
by the President, with the cordial wishes of every member that 
the best blessings of Heaven may rest upon the close of his 
long, honorable, and useful life. 

After some remarks from Mr. J. C. Gray, Mr. Geo. 
LiVERMORE, Chief-Justice Shaw, and Mr. Everett, the 
foregoing resolutions were unanimously adopted; the 
members rising simultaneously in their seats, in token 
of assent, when the question was put from the chair. 

Letters from President Quincy, Hon. James Savage, 
and Hon. David Sears, were read, expressing the high 
sense entertained by those gentlemen of the liberality 
of Mr. Dow^e, and of the value and importance of his 
donation. 



AUGUST MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 14, at noon, at their rooms in Tremont 
Street, Boston ; the President, Hon. Robert C. Win- 
THROP, in the chair. 



